
 

Meeting Date:  July 17, 2017 

Report No.  SUA-17-21  Agenda Item No.  2f 

Purpose:  Expenditure request for Futura software support agreement for existing software packages 
and adding CatalystIQ and FieldPro software packages for Stillwater Electric Utility 

Budget Impact:  Funding for the annual Futura software support agreement is available in the FY18 
electric engineering budget.  Project accounts were created and funding was carried forward from the 
FY17 electric distribution budget for the CatalystIQ and FieldPro software.  No additional appropriations 
are necessary for this action. 

Prior Council Action or Part of an Approved Project: No      

Related Items: None 

Alternatives:   

1. Direct staff to discontinue the annual software support agreement with Futura.  The electric utility 
relies heavily on this computer software for the design, repair, operation, and inspection of the 
electrical distribution and transmission system.  Without an annual service agreement reliability will 
be affected. 

2. Reject expenditure request for CatalystIQ, and FieldPro software.  These programs are designed to 
help field personnel increase efficiencies in maintenance and outage restoration.  Staff is working to 
enhance connectivity between field personnel and the data provided by other Futura software at 
remote locations to increase reliability and safety.  Rejection of the expenditure request will affect 
these efforts.  

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Trustees authorize expenditures to Futura for the annual 
software support agreement and the addition of CatalystIQ and FieldPro software in the amount of 
$84,172 (includes a 10% contingency that may be needed for the implementation of the two new 
software packages). 

Prepared by:  Loren Smith, Electric Utility Director 

Reviewed by:  Dan Blankenship, Deputy City Manager 

Submitted by:  Norman McNickle, City Manager 

Attachments: None 



Background Information: SEU is currently using FuturaGIS (Geographic Information Systems, 
mapping), FuturaStake and ProjectTracker (job planning and layout) and FuturaOMS (Outage 
Management System) with annual support agreement expenditures in the amount of $29,520. 
 
The purchase of CatalystIQ ($27,000), and FieldPro ($20,000) will enable staff to operate more 
effectively.  
 

 CatalystIQ gathers data from many data sources and blends them together in one intuitive 
graphical display. These other data sources can be intelligent devices in the field or third party 
data sets, such as the locations of lightning strikes. CatalystIQ also has powerful reporting 
functionality that allows staff to track system health and detect issues that may otherwise go 
unnoticed. 

 

 Staff currently relies on paper maps to locate equipment while working in the field. These maps 
are expensive and time-consuming to produce and become outdated quickly due to system 
growth and configuration changes in our distribution system.  FieldPro allows staff to access 
data through a configurable graphical interface with seamless integration to other software 
packages that are critical to our daily operations, such as FuturaGIS, FuturaOMS, and 
ProjectTracker. These integrations allow quicker outage response times and streamline day-to-
day operations and maintenance activities.   

 

  Futura software agreement expenditures. 
 Futura Software Agreements Annual Cost 

FuturaGIS $9,120.00 

FuturaStake $4,560.00 

Futura integration $3,000.00 

FuturaOMS $12,840.00 

Total software Agreements $29,520.00 

 

Futura CatalystIQ, and FieldPro software. 

Futura Software Purchase/Setup Software License Total  

Futura CatalystIQ $24,000.00 $3,000.00 $27,000.00 

FieldPro $17,000.00 $3,000.00 $20,000.00 

Total software Purchases   $47,000.00 

 


