
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April 1, 2020 
 
Norman McNickle, City Manager 
City of  Stillwater 
P.O. Box 1449 
Stillwater,OK 74074 
 
Dear Mr. McNickle: 
 
In 2019, the Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar completed its 45th year of  collecting,  
preserving, interpreting and contributing to the community’s long and rich history. The support 
of  the City of  Stillwater, private contributions, and community volunteers, all make it possible for 
the Museum to meet its mission.  
 
The Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar is requesting $15,000 in support from the City of  
Stillwater for the Fiscal Year 2020-21. This support will go toward maintaining exhibits and  
programming at the current level and is more important than ever for sustaining this treasure 
chest of  community history. 
 
Programs, exhibits, and events set for the 2020-21 season include monthly and quarterly  
changing exhibits in the museum galleries which will feature collection items that have not been 
seen for a while. Staff  plan to continue our award-winning elementary education program,  
How Oklahoma Began, as well as continuing to coordinate with community organizations to  
co-sponsor engaging programming (Payne County Historical Society, Stillwater Public Library, 
Wreath Across America, the OSU Oral History Department, and more).  
 
The Stillwater History Museum quarterly report for January, February, and March 2020, is  
enclosed along with the spring issue of  the Stillwater Muse. 
 
The Sheerar Museum thanks the City of  Stillwater for its support in helping Board and staff  to 
maintain a safe and aesthetically appealing environment for our patrons. We are committed to 
continuing the preservation of  Stillwater’s local history and sharing it with the community.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Amelia E. Chamberlain, Director Stephen Gose, President  
Stillwater Museum Association, Inc. 
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The Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar 
April 2020 Quarterly Report   

 
First Quarter Visitation 
The museum was open 22 days in January, and had 205 museum visitors and 206 auditorium users. In February, the museum 
was open for 21 days, and had 193 museum visitors and 272 auditorium users.  In March, due to the closure as a result of  
COVID-19, the museum was only open 11 days, and had a total of  96 museum visitors and 153 auditorium users.   
 
Looking Back 
On January 23, the Stillwater History Museum hosted the Love Our Stillwater event in the Sheerar auditorium. On January 26, 
the Museum hosted a program with Payne County Historical Society who held their annual meeting this day. “A History of  the 
Payne County Historical Society” was presented by Bill Bryans, a Payne County Historical Society and Stillwater History Mu-
seum Board member.  On January 30, staff  from OSU’s Oral History Department presented an oral history training.  
 
On February 27, the Museum hosted an exhibit opening for the newest display celebrating the 100th Anniversary of  the 
League of  Women Voters and the 19th Amendment. Matchbooks and Cookie Jars were featured in the Museum’s newest 
monthly changing exhibit, Stillwater Collects, and other changing exhibits displayed items from the Museum’s textile collection 
including Valentines outfits in February and Aprons in March.  
 
The How Oklahoma Began school program was cancelled. The March 29 program was cancelled. Second Saturday/Third Thurs-
day family activities were offered in January and February, but cancelled for March. During this first quarter, 95 people partici-
pated in the above programs and/or activities. 
 
Three OSU interns and one Work Study student assisted the museum this past quarter. A good deal of  office and workspace 
organization as well as changeover of  exhibits was accomplished with the help of  these students. The Museum was the recip-
ient of  a grant from the Oklahoma Historical Society Preservation Grant program which will enable the Museum to replace an 
out-of-date server, purchase a scanner to digitize collections, and purchase updates to collections software.  
 
Over the past two weeks, the director has continued to take care of  day-to-day duties from bill-paying to answering mail and 
email to organizing files and behind-the-scenes work areas. A new cleaning service was contracted in January and they stripped 
and waxed the Museum floor during this downtime.  
 
Looking Ahead 
Staff  have tentatively scheduled changing exhibits for the next quarter; programs that had been scheduled and cancelled will 
hopefully be rescheduled in the summer. In July, we will host the 14th annual Cool Classics series in the Sheerar auditorium.  
Staff  and volunteers are maintaining a positive attitude for what lies ahead, and documenting the current crisis for the future. 


