
  

REPORT TO: CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING DATE: NOVEMBER 18, 2019 

 

 

Agenda Item:  8e. CC-19-187 

Prior Council Action/Related Items:      

(Hyperlinks Or PDF) 

 

Background / Issue:   The Stillwater Public has held a community wide reading series for the 
past decade for the purpose of providing a shared reading and 
discussion experience to the community. The last reading series on 
Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann resulted in attendance of 
4377 through the six weeks of events and discussions. 
 

 The National Endowment for the Humanities’ “Big Read” 
provides a grant for up to $15,000 for community-wide 
reading series as long as a book from the “Big Read” list is 
chosen. 

 The library will be applying for a grant to fund a reading 
series on “Station Eleven” by Emily St. John Mandel, a novel 
about a post flu-pandemic civilization where a traveling 
troupe of Shakespearean actors and musicians seek to show 
survivors that simply surviving is not enough.  

 The library will also have its first “Little Read” with children 
reading the book “Blackout” by John Rocco, which portrays 
the ways a neighborhood deals with a short-term crisis. 

 
The library is pursuing  the following partnerships: 

 Stillwater Public High School for a Shakespearean play; 

 OSU Orchestra for a traveling musical event;  

 CDC for a program on pandemics past and future;  

 Boy Scouts for survival classes;  

 medical organizations for a flu shot clinic;  

 Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar for a related 
exhibit; and  

 OSU early education partners for a visit by the children’s 
book author.  

 The apex of the series will be a visit from Emily St. John 
Mandel. 

 

Proposal/Solution: Authorization to apply for the “Big Read” grant will enable the library 
to seek one large funding source for its series. 
 



Financial Impact/Funding Source(s): $15,000 increase in grant revenue. The “Big Read” grant requires no 
cash matches, but does require at least in-kind matching. In-kind 
matches of staff and partner time and facilities will provide matches 
for the grant; however, library staff will also pursue additional funding 
through partnerships and corporate sponsors. 
 

Related Strategic Priority: #5 Quality of Life: To develop partnerships that create a high quality of 
life with equal access to services and amenities; strong and connected 
neighborhoods; and a healthy economy and business atmosphere that 
align with community values. 
 

Recommended Action/Motion: Motion to authorize Stillwater Public Library to apply for the National 
Endowment for the Humanities’ “Big Read grant for up to $15,000 for 
a community-wide reading series. 
 

Prepared By: Stacy DeLano, Library Director 
 

Reviewed By:   Patti Osmus, Assistant to the City Manager 

Submitted By:   Norman McNickle, City Manager 
 

Attachment(s): None 

 


