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October 1, 2019 
 
Norman McNickle, City Manager 
City of Stillwater 
 
Dear Mr. McNickle, 
 
This letter is to serve as the October 2019 quarterly report. The fall issue of the Stillwater Muse is 
enclosed.  
 
This quarter was a transition period for the Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar. Amy Loch 
left in June to assume a new position at another museum, and the Board of Directors continued 
their search for her replacement. Intern Chris Law became paid staff and kept the museum open 
during the transition. A new director, Amelia Chamberlain, was hired in August and began work 
September 2, 2019. Chamberlain has 30 years of museum experience having worked at the 
Southern Oregon Historical Society, at 19th Century Willowbrook Village in Maine and most 
recently, at Har-Ber Village Museum in Grove, Oklahoma. With an education and programmatic 
background, she hopes to expand on community collaborations to increase attendance and 
support of the Museum.   
 
Third Quarter Visitation 
The museum began new hours this quarter; while no longer open on Sundays, it has longer hours 
on Saturdays. The new hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with a 
monthly adult program offered on Sunday afternoons. The museum was open 19 days in July, 
and had 158 museum visitors and 436 auditorium users. In August, the museum was open for 23 
days, and had 151 museum visitors and 352 auditorium users.  In September, the museum was 
open 23 days, and had a total of 88 museum visitors and 303 auditorium users. In 2019 we have 
had a total center visitation of 7,606 which is less than at the same time last year by about 1,900, 
but reflects not having a director in place for the summer months, and lower usage of the 
auditorium this summer. 
 
This July, the Sheerar hosted the 13th season of the “Cool Classics Summer Concert Series,” 
which had three performances. Due to the holiday, the series started on the second Friday in July. 
Beginning July 12 and continuing through July 27, each hour-long concert took place on a Friday, 
starting at 7:30 pm. Concerts were free to the public. The series featured a wide array of musical 
genres performed by professional musicians. Over 400 people attended the concert series. 
Receptions were provided by: Payne County Historical Society, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, and the League of Women Voters. The series is supported through a grant from the 
Oklahoma Arts Council.  
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The new director has met with the OSU history department about hosting interns in the spring semester, but 
it was too late to place any fall history interns. That said, Abigail Ferrell, an OSU student and volunteer in 
2018 has returned as an intern this fall to work on a digitization project.   
 
As part of increased programming efforts we continued our children’s programming to include 2nd Saturdays 
and 3rd Thursdays, continuing to offer a monthly adult program on a variety of topics and scheduled usually 
on Sunday afternoons. This September, the museum offered two programs to supplement its cars exhibit 
which is scheduled to close October 12. 
 
We completed our third annual Datebook fundraiser.  The 2020 Datebooks are now available for sale for $20 
each, thanks to many community sponsors.  
 
Looking Ahead 
Opening October 15, 200 Years of Color Quilts, a traveling exhibit, includes 23 quilts made by members of the 
American Quilt Study Group which have been inspired by a quilt of their own choosing made between 1800 
and 2000 and of solid color fabrics. An exhibit opening will take place on October 17, at 5:30 p.m., and the 
exhibit will run through February 1, 2020. On Sunday, October 27, at 2 p.m., a program about Quilts of 
Valor will be offered. The mission of this foundation is to cover service members and veterans touched by 
war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor. Sarah Wheatley will share stories of veterans, quilts, and 
Stillwater’s role in this program created to honor our veterans. 
 
In November, in partnership with the Oklahoma WONDERtorium, Native American Heritage month will be 
celebrated with activities at both locations. Then on Sunday, November 17, 2 p.m., Payne County Historical 
Society member, Kurt Anderson, follows the experiences of one student of Western history as he explored 
the deeper significance of the scholarly legacy of “Oklahoma’s Greatest Historian,” and discovered a very 
personal and unanticipated connection to her extraordinary life and career in a program titled, “Angie Debo’s 
Scholarly Legacy.” 
 
In December the museum will host its annual Holiday Open House, with the Community Singers, before the 
Christmas parade.  
  
The Sheerar Museum is very appreciative to the City of Stillwater for its support in helping us maintain a safe 
and aesthetically appealing environment for our patrons. We are committed to continuing the preservation of 
Stillwater’s local history and sharing it with the community. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

                                                       
 
Amelia Chamberlain, Director                                                         Stephen Gose, President 
Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar                                        Stillwater Museum Association 
 
Enclosures: Fall 2019 Stillwater Muse produced by the Stillwater Museum Association 

 


