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January 2, 2017 
 
Norman McNickle, City Manager 
City of Stillwater 
P.O. Box 1449 
Stillwater, OK 74076 
 
Dear Mr. McNickle, 
 
This letter is to serve as the January 2018 Quarterly Report for the Stillwater History 
Museum at the Sheerar.  
 
4th Quarter Visitation 
The Sheerar Museum of Stillwater History was open Tuesday through Friday, 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., and on weekends from 1-4 p.m.  

 
During the 4th Quarter for 2017, the museum was open 76 days and had 388 visitors. 
The museum closed on Thanksgiving Day, December 23-25 and December 31-January 
1st for the holidays. The visitation breaks down as follows: October 65 visitors, 
November 107 visitors, December 216 visitors. The museum’s upstairs auditorium had 
an estimated 1,536 guests, 424 in October, 438 in November, 674 in December.  This 
included recitals, meetings, church services, and demonstrations.  
 
In order to get more information and more accurate visitor counts, we have recently 
added new fields to our guest book and have a created a visitor log to track additional 
information about when and why our guests are visiting the museum.  This log should 
also give us a more accurate visitor count, since not all guests sign our guest book.  
 
Museum Activities 
This quarter the museum opened two new exhibits to the public.  On November 1st, 
we opened the American Quilt Study Groups travelling “Civil War Quilt” show which 
will be on display until mid-February, and after Thanksgiving we opened 
“Remembering the Holidays” which was on display through Christmas.  We also held 
our annual Holiday Open House on December 7th, before the downtown Christmas 
parade, where guests gathered to share in caroling with the Stillwater Community 
Singers and cookies and cider provided by the Stillwater Museum Association board of 
trustees.  
 
The board’s 2018 Datebook fundraiser was a success, with many books sold before 
Thanksgiving.  In 2017, the museum was also able to increase its corporate 
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sponsorship support, and in late November we kicked off the annual Associate Drive.  On January 20th, 
the board and staff will also be participating in a strategic planning day at Meridian Technology.  The 
board has three new board members coming on this year, including Rick Craven, Robin Cornwell, and 
Velda Lorenz.  An updated plan will help ensure everyone is working towards united goals.  
 
The museum also joined with five downtown cultural organizations, including the Stillwater Community 
Center and Public Library, to form the Downtown Cultural District.  This district should allow all 
organizations greater exposure with cross promotion and joint advertising. In November, the Museum’s 
Director also started writing a new monthly column in the Stillwater Newspress, entitled “At the Sheerar,” 
where each month she writes about what is happening and coming up at the museum.  A portion of our 
2018 advertising budget is also being shifted to direct advertising to new residents of Payne County, in the 
hopes of increasing our visibility in the community to new audiences.  
 
Over the course of the year we had 69 volunteers who put in over 1,638 hours of service to the museum.  
We had 1,666 total visitors to the museum and had 44 groups use our auditorium totaling 6,922 
auditorium users.  Combined this brings the total use of the museum and center to 8,588 people in 2017.  
With new programs, increased advertising, and new volunteer opportunities, we are expecting these 
numbers to increase in 2018. 
 
Coming Up 
For 2018, we are planning new programs geared toward attracting a wider community base to the 
museum.  Starting in January, on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 2:00pm, the museum will be hosting a 
Children’s Exploration series geared to families with children ages 6-12.  Each Saturday will feature a 
different theme, and we also continue to add more interactive experiences to the museum galleries.  On 
January 28th we will be partnering with the Payne County Historical Society for a presentation on Civil 
War Quilts, which will be presented by Anne Matoy.  On February 9th, we will be hosting a noon book 
discussion with Anne Nelson, Stillwater Native, and author of the “Suzanne’s Children: A Daring Rescue 
in Nazi Paris.” On February 25th, we will be hosting a “Preserving Your Family Treasures” workshop 
presented by Dr. Mark Janzen, Director of Museum Studies at UCO.   
 
During the spring semester the museum will host three history practicum students from OSU, and we 
continue to engage student volunteers and work-study students for a variety of professional learning 
experiences at the museum, including helping with the development and execution of our spring programs 
and future exhibits.  
 
In March, the Museum will partner once again with the Stillwater Public Library to present the upcoming 
One Book, One Community: Stillwater Reads Killers of the Flower Moon, a community-wide 
reading event. The Sheerar Museum will host two book discussions during this time, and will be opening a 
new exhibit on Oil in Payne County with the help of Public History students from OSU.  Additionally, in 
April we will once again start presenting the award-winning free education program “How Oklahoma 
Began” to area Oklahoma History Students, with several classes having already booked. 



                   
 

               STILLWATER HISTORY MUSEUM at the Sheerar 
SHEERAR CULTURAL & HERITAGE CENTER                   702 S. DUNCAN STREET                 STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA  74074                    PHONE  405-377-0359 

 
The Sheerar Museum is very appreciative to the City of Stillwater for its annual support that helps us 
maintain a safe and aesthetically appealing environment for our patrons. We are committed to continuing 
the preservation of Stillwater’s local history, sharing it with the community, and contributing to the 
cultural environment of our city.  
 
Sincerely, 
                                                    
   

                                                                       
 

 
Amy Loch, Director                                                                        Gladeen Allred, President 
Sheerar Museum of Stillwater History                                              Stillwater Museum Association 
 
 
Enclosure: Stillwater Muse (2017 annual report newsletter)  
 


