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July 5, 2017 
 
Norman McNickle, City Manager 
City of Stillwater 
P.O. Box 1449 
Stillwater, OK 74076 
 
Dear Mr. McNickle, 
 
This letter is to serve as the July 2017 quarterly report. The summer issue of the 
Stillwater Muse is enclosed. But first, a brief introduction. 
 
For the last year Rodger Moore served as Director of the Sheerar Museum of 
Stillwater History. Mr. Moore completed his tenure as director June 1, 2017.  Amy 
Loch, became the new Director on June 6th.  Loch comes to the Sheerar Museum 
from the Logan County Historical Society in Guthrie, where she produced the award 
winning WPA Tour series, wrote the nomination to list the Excelsior Library on the 
National Register of Historic Places and built a partnership with the Frontier Country 
Museum in Crescent for children’s programming.  Prior to coming to Oklahoma, Loch 
was the Curator at the Old Cowtown Museum in Wichita, Kansas and the Registrar at 
the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum in Maryland.  She holds a MA in Public 
History from Indian University of Pennsylvania.   Her husband, Dr. Mark Janzen, is 
the Director of the Museum Studies Program at University of Central Oklahoma.   
  
Second Quarter Visitation 
 
The museum was open twenty-six (23) days in April and had 1555 visitors. Of those 
visitors, 1,258 attended events and meetings in the auditorium. In May, the museum 
was open for twenty-six (26) days with 1252 visitors, of these 857 attended events in 
the auditorium.  June included twenty-three days (23) open with 84 museum visitors 
and 322 auditorium users. On average, the month of June annually has smaller 
visitation numbers.  The museum hours are: Tuesday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, 1-4 p.m. 
 
APRIL 
 
Along with a wedding and a number of voice and music recitals in the auditorium, the 
month of April also saw the return of the award-winning education program, “How 
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Oklahoma Began,” for area elementary students. This program, now in its fourth year, was developed and 
presented in partnership with the Oklahoma WONDERtorium and is available beginning in March. Most 
elementary schools wait until after spring break and state tests before enrolling. The 2017 program began 
in April. Students (third graders) from area elementary schools took part in exercises detailing Oklahoma 
history, highlighted by an inclusive map activity describing the period immediately before and after the 
Land Run of 1889. Elementary schools are encouraged to bring a small group of parents to aid teachers 
through map exercises, learning early settler children’s games and craft-making, plus a tour through the 
museum gallery where many of the items discussed are explored through the Sheerar’s “Hands-On” 
displays. Many of those parents return with additional family members and spend additional time in the 
museum. 
 
The Sheerar and WONDERtorium will continue with this free program thanks to ongoing public 
support. This program would not be possible were it not for the many community volunteers, who aid in 
the implementation of each station within the 90-minute duration of the exercises. 
 
MAY 
 
The education program and “How Oklahoma Began” continued its run during the month of May. From 
May 3 through the 18th, students from Highland Park, Skyline, Sangre Ridge, and Perkins-Tryon 
participated in the program described above in the June summary. 
 
Preparations for the Sheerar’s annual fundraiser “Wine Country Fair Picnic” at the Historic Hamilton 
House continued with ticket sales opening. This event was scheduled for Friday June 16th at the Hamilton 
House located at 1509 W. 9th in Stillwater. 
 
May also included the beginning of a transition in leadership at the Sheerar. The Stillwater Museum 
Association sought applications for the director position to replace Rodger Moore. A number of 
applications were received and candidates were interviewed by a selection committee comprised of SMA 
board members. Rodger’s final day at the Sheerar was June 1st.  The SMA hired Amy Loch, an 
experienced museum professional, who most recently served as Director of the Logan County Historical 
Society.   
 
JUNE 
 
The Stillwater Museum Association, board members, staff, and volunteers worked together in the 
implementation of the 2016 fundraiser “Wine Country Fair Picnic” on June 16 at the Hamilton House. 
The guests came together in support of the Sheerar Museum of Stillwater History. The money raised 
from this fundraiser plays an important role in the operations and programs of the museum  
 
June was largely a transition month for the museum as both the new Director, Amy Loch and Registrar, 
Kelly Teale both started their potions at the Sheerar Museum in early June.   
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 
This July, the Sheerar will host the eleventh season of the Cool Classics Summer Concert Series with four 
performances on Fridays beginning July 7th and continuing through July 28th. Concerts begin at 7:30 
p.m. and are free to the public thanks in part to funding from the Oklahoma Arts Council and its 
generous grant. The series features a wide array of musical genres and is performed by professional 
musicians, including those who perform with the Tulsa Symphony, Tulsa Ballet, and Tulsa Opera.  The 
museum will also host the Preservation50 travelling exhibit from July 13th-27th.  
  

Planning for new fall exhibits and programming is also underway.  Museum staff is working on a new 

exhibit for the museum’s center gallery entitled “How Dry Was It? Prohibition in Stillwater.  We are planning 

to use this exhibit and related programming to draw a more diverse audience into the museum.  We are 

also planning to rearrange some of the museum’s existing exhibits to make space for our new action-

behind-the-scenes space which will allow museum staff more working room while engaging visitors 

through conversation and social media on museum projects, including weighing in on which stories to tell 

in the museum’s future exhibit on recreation in Stillwater.  

 

The Sheerar Museum is very appreciative to the City of Stillwater for its support in helping us maintain a 
safe and aesthetically appealing environment for our patrons. We are committed to continuing the 
preservation of Stillwater’s local history and sharing it with the community. 
 
Sincerely, 

                                                                                                            
 
Amy Loch, Director                                                                        Gladeen Allred, President 
Sheerar Museum of Stillwater History                                              Stillwater Museum Association 
 
 
Enclosures: 
Summer 2017 Stillwater Muse produced by the Stillwater Museum Association 
 

 


