
 

  
STILLWATER BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 4, 2016 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OKLAHOMA OPEN MEETING  
LAW, THE AGENDA WAS POSTED August 1, 2016 
IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 723 SOUTH LEWIS STREET 
 

Members Present:  Staff Present:  
Ron Walker 
Terri Ventress 
Trey Lester 
Ariel Ross  
 
Members Absent: 
Angie Bale 

John Dorman, City Attorney 
Mike Beaty, Dev. Review Manager 

   Tom Coots, Planner 
Cindy Gibson, Administrative Coordinator 
 
Guests: 
Mr. Randy Wilson 
Mrs. Donna Wilson 
 

1.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER. 
 

Chair Walker calls the meeting to order at 5:30 PM and introduces the board and 
explains the proceedings for the evening. 
  
The following individuals are sworn in: 
 
Mr. Randy Wilson   Mrs. Donna Wilson   Mr. Tom Coots 
 

2.  BUSINESS ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND CONSIDER POSSIBLE ACTION 
ON: 

 
a. Hydrangea Hideaway, LLC, VARIANCE-BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (PZ-16-

2101), requesting review and granting of a variance to Sec 23-121(b) to 
allow for construction of an (8) eight foot or higher fence at property 
addressed as 710 & 712 W. 9th Ave.  Evans  (This item was postponed 
from the July 7th, 2016 meeting.) 

 
Tom Coots, Planner presents staff’s report. Tom distributes a letter received from a 
citizen regarding this fence and Board reviews the letter. 
 
Chair Walker asks if there are any questions for staff.  
 
Mr. Lester asks about the comment in the application about different heights of fences 
and ask staff to revisit this; Tom responds that according to GIS, there is a bit of fall 
on their property from the property on the west.   
 
Discussion is held about the amount of fall between the properties; the fall not being 
too common in Stillwater; the fall allowing the property to the west to look down into 
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the yard of this property; and it is uncommon to see this amount of fall between 
properties. 
 
Chair Walker asks if there are any additional questions for staff; none respond.  Chair 
Walker asks if there is any one that wishes to speak in favor of this item.  
 
Mrs. Donna Wilson comes to speak on the following: 

• Owns the property at 710 and 712 W. 9th 
• Knows that in Stillwater there are countless publications that the City 

spends thousands on such as how to ride a bike, park your car, buckle 
you baby, hide from a tornado but there is no brochure on how to deal 
with a rude neighbor, not just a rude neighbor but the lowest of the low 

• Head goes into a muddle when reading the four criteria that is put in 
place to persuade the Board of Adjustment to overrule a policy or 
covenant or rule that the City has to allow or not allow something 

• Here with husband who will be logical and to the point 
• Here representing common sense and as a fellow parent 
• Asks if you would want your son or daughter to be far from home, 

studying, working hard and getting harassed to a point of a daily threat 
and not feel safe in their home 

• Tenants have not been naive or just moved out of their parents’ home, 
not immature to where they can’t handle a situation 

• Have rented to at least three advanced vet students and one was a 
female.  These students come from places such as South America, 
Virginia, New Orleans and Kansas.   

• The female tenant has been verbally harassed every time she got out of 
her car 

• These may be irrelevant facts and trivial but it implies that how will 
these students remember their OSU experience 

• How will they remember their Oklahoma experience 
• How much does OSU spend to lure students here 
• How much do students spend to go to school here 
• How much did Stillwater spend on improving the downtown 
• How much would it cost Stillwater to have this student raped in her own 

yard or mentally disturbed by the neighbor next door 
• How much would a law suit cost if this fence is taken down because it 

was put there to protect her 
• The fence isn’t intrusive to the neighborhood; isn’t hurting anything; 

and is protecting the tenants 
• Spent $1200 in fees to try to get this variance done 
• The number one goal of the City of Stillwater is to protect its citizens 

and that is what they are trying to do 
• You can’t call the police every time someone says something negative 
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• The police have been there countless times with an abuse situation but 
the wife wouldn’t press charges 

• The mailman doesn’t even like to deliver mail there 
• This person has since moved away but there has been nothing but a 

history of low-life thugs living there 
• The house to the west has been abandoned since the purchase of this 

property and its remodel 
• This house has been abandoned for eight (8) years and these people 

don’t have to go before the council meeting and talk about their 
property 

• The house across the street has had sex trafficking and open window 
probably meth house and they don’t have to come and defend their 
property 

• The house to the east hasn’t had a remodel and they don’t have to 
spend their evening talking about their remodel – it’s us and the two 
years of redoing the property and have great tenants 

• The older man, from South America, that lives there says he wants to 
move if we don’t get to keep the fence there to protect him 

• This property is close to OSU campus, close to downtown, close to the 
library, close to multi-graphics and there should not be squalor living 
this close to down town 

• I am a parent and a citizen of Stillwater since 1975 and have been a 
property owner for 40 years 

• I will do a hunger strike if I need to to plead with you to keep the safety 
of our tenants utmost in your mind instead of some code that someone 
wrote that didn’t have a six foot neighbor harassing them 

• Has read Julie’s letter in opposition of our fence 
• I am going from an emotional viewpoint that our citizens deserve safety 

in their home and it seems to me that this is not hurting anything and 
some rules can be broken and code maneuvered if there is a certain 
situation 

• This is my view point 
• Don’t let some stupid code, written by who knows, create hardship on 

students attending OSU 

Chair Walker asks if there are any questions for Mrs. Wilson.  
 
Mr. Lester asks what her opinion was if the fence was only six (6) foot tall and if that 
would provide enough safety; Mrs. Wilson responds she stood on that porch and took a 
picture from the other house, you can look into our house.  Mrs. Wilson states that the 
fence was constructed at the complaint of their tenants as they felt unsafe and just 
bothered by the neighbor.  
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Chair Walker asks if there are any more questions; none respond.  Chair Walker asks if 
there is anyone else that wishes to speak in favor of this item. 
 
Mr. Randy Wilson comes to the podium and comments on the following: 

• Purchased the property from a friend 
• Was already a duplex 
• Wants to help change the neighborhood and make it a better 

environment 
• That part of 9th is a very degraded part of the town 
• Another house has been vacant and is now boarded up 
• Always seems to be mostly poverty level people living in this area 
• Believes that as a community, we should move forward instead of going 

backwards 
• If we remove the fence totally, then we are inviting tenants there that 

are more compatible with the folks next door 
• Trying to entice some middle class and young professionals to the area 

rather than those that are attracted by the house next door 
• This is mainly due to lack of maintenance 
• Believes that the hardship is the rent ability of the house for someone 

that wants a better or nicer place rather than what is on both sides 
• Believes that this area of 9th should be cleaned up 

Chair Walker states that he appreciates Mr. Wilson’s comments and efforts to 
revitalize that area.  Chair Walker asks if there are any questions.  
 
Mr. Lester asks what the back yard looks like; Mr. Wilson responds that he put up a 
privacy fence between the backyards so that the tenants can both have a private back 
yard.  Mr. Wilson states that the house with the problem has another house in the 
back so there their only yard is in front. 
 
Discussion is held regarding how the neighbor would walk over to their property and 
make lewd comments to the tenants; hadn’t had a real issue renting the property but 
believe it could become an issue; have had issue with small and petty theft and the 
neighbors all stated that it was the man that they had had the dispute with; believes 
that there should be some checking up on properties in that area where young people 
are hanging out and not going to school; and “Still Pioneering” – we should move 
forward and try to make it better.  
 
Chair Walker asks if there is any one that wishes to speak in opposition of this item; 
none respond.  Chair Walker asks if there anyone that wishes to make any additional 
comments; none respond.  Chair Walker closes the public hearing and asks for staff’s 
findings.  
 
Tom returns and states that staff believes they have met criteria 2 and 4 and the 
board should further review 1 and 3.  
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Chair Walker asks if there are any questions for staff.  Chair Walker asks for staff to 
bring the slide back up on what the board should or should not consider.  
 
Tom states that this information is to keep us on track and not run down fox holes.  
Chair Walker asks if this comes Legal staff; Tom responds no, it was prepared by him.  
Chair Walker states that he believes that the board should not be limited on what they 
can discuss; knows they are limited on what they can rule on.  Tom responds that it 
was intended to keep the board focused on the variance, not the slummy parts of 
Stillwater nor if a permit was required nor if the police should be involved and this is 
from code. 
 
Chair Walker states that he agrees with most of what is up there as the issue is the 
height of the fence; and the fact that it is built is unfortunate for the owner. 
 
Mr. Lester comments about not being able to consider the emotion or emotional impact 
of this issue. 
 
Mrs. Ventress states she is having an issue trying to justify criteria 1 and 3; and it 
sounds like an adjustment to the height in the fence isn’t going to help the situation. 
 
Ms. Ross states that if it wasn’t able to be rented then she could maybe find a 
hardship.  
 
Mr. John Dorman, City Attorney states hardship can be a lot of things; rent ability is 
something the board can consider; the privacy issue is what should be looked at; the 
separation of the properties can be a hardship in that there is a two (2) foot drop 
between the properties so you look at that and how it affects the property owner’s 
ability to use the property and the privacy issue; if the fence enhances the ability of 
the property owner to use the property and to experience a reasonable level of privacy 
at that location as opposed to not having any fence and basically always having 
someone in your front yard then the board can think about that; and has been 
struggling with the privacy issue and how to articulate that. 
 
Chair Walker states that he sees that this fence should be four (4) feet and maybe the 
City should look at changing the code; appreciates what the Wilsons have done to 
improve that house and hopes that this sets a precedent for improvement along 9th 
Avenue.  
 
Board discussion is held regarding privacy being a problem; improvement in this area; 
not wanting to set a precedent; there could be landscaping planted to aid in privacy; 
and finding it hard to find a hardship.  
 
Board asks that staff review this code section for possible change and improvement. 
 
Chair Walker moved, Mr. Lester seconded to deny the variance based on not 
meeting criteria 1 and 3. 
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Roll Call: Walker Ventress Lester Bale Ross 
 Yes Yes Yes Absent Yes 

Time: 55 Minutes 
 
3.  MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS FROM STAFF FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE 

ACTION: 
 

a. Next regular meeting is scheduled for September 1, 2016. 
 
4.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
This regular meeting of the Board of Adjustment adjourned with all members in 
attendance in agreement at approximately 6:26 p.m.   
 
Prepared by – Cindy Gibson, Admin. Coordinator 
 
 
 
Approved by: __________________________________ 
Stillwater Board of Adjustment 
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