
STILLWATER BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OKLAHOMA OPEN MEETING 
LAW, THE AGENDA WAS POSTED August 30, 2016 
IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 723 SOUTH LEWIS STREET 

Members Present: 
Ron Walker 
Terri Ventress 
Trey Lester 
Angie Bale 

Staff Present: 
Dennis McGrath, Asst. City Attorney 
Mike Beaty, Dev. Review Manager 
Patricia Evans, Planner 
Ashley Camren, Admin. Assistant 

Members Absent: 	 Guests:  
Arial Ross 	 Mrs. Kelly Harris 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER. 

Chair Walker calls the meeting to order at 5:30 PM and introduces the board and 
explains the proceedings for the evening. 

The following individuals are sworn in: 

Mrs. Kelly Harris 	 Ms. Patricia Evans 

2. BUSINESS ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND CONSIDER POSSIBLE ACTION 
ON: 

a. Kappa Delta Sorority, VARIANCE-BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (PZ-16- 
2117), Requesting review and approval of a variance to Chapter 23 Sec. 

23-121 (c) (1) to allow reduced front yard setback for an accessory 

structure at property addressed as 220 S. Cleveland Street. 

Patty Evans, Planner presents staff's report and findings. Patty asks if there are 
any questions. 

Mr. Lester asks what the height is now with the beams attached and what does it need 
to be to not be in the right-of-way; Patty responds that it does not block the view, 
currently with or without the beams, and that their engineer may be able to answer 
that height question. 

Mrs. Ventress states that she understands that it is on the south end of the building; 
Patty responds yes. Mrs. Ventress talks about this being on the corner so please 
explain the difference between front and side yard setbacks. Patty responds that yes, 
it is on the corner of 3r d  and Cleveland; a corner lot has two (2) front yard setbacks. 
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Chair Walker asks that as the structure sits now, without the beams, it is in 
compliance; Patty responds yes because it doesn't have a roof. 

Discussion is held regarding the definition of a trellis, an arbor, a pergola and how the 
beams alone are not an issue. 

Chair Walker asks if there are any more questions for staff; none respond. Chair 
Walker asks if there is any one that wishes to speak in favor of this request. 

Mrs. Kelly Harris, Keystone Engineering, 923 S. Lowry, comes to speak on the 
following: 

• Here representing the sorority. 

• The large tree was removed by recommendation from an arborist. 

• The arbor is 10 foot tall. 

• Hardship: The sorority does already have existing patio space on the east 
side; its gets quite a bit of use so additional space would be nice so that is 
why they constructed the patio on the south side. This was the only 

location where it could be placed. The patio can be in the front yard 

setbacks but is unusable due to the long periods in the sun. 

• Peculiar to this property: The majority of properties in this area are taken 

up with building or parking. Any open area is reserved for homecoming 
activity. The sorority has found a way to utilize more of their land in a 

way that is beneficial to them and is ascetically pleasing. 
• Detriment: The placement does not cause a site distance issue to the 

intersection since this structure does not have a solid roof it will not feel 
as obstructive from the road and the landscaping does help breakup the 
vertical height perception. 

• To clarify this is not a trellis as it is not a heavy duty structure and is not 
attached to the house so it is not part of the primary structure. 

• Minimum Necessary Relief: Did find a property pin but they didn't 

perform a survey. The column post closest to the patio - the pin is one 
foot south of that. As the sketch shows, all of the columns line up with 

the sign column so one could assume that those columns are a foot from 
the property line. That would be 19 feet from the columns so they are 

requesting a 20 foot variance just so there is a little space for over-hang. 

Mrs. Harris asks if there are any questions. 

Mrs. Bale asks what material make up the beams; Mrs. Harris responds that she 
doesn't know but is advised from the audience that it is are cedar. Mrs. Bale asks 
what the spacing is; Mrs. Harris responds that she doesn't have that information on 
the site plan but would say between 10 and 12 feet. 

Discussion is held about landscaping for the pergola. 
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Chair Walker asks if there any more questions; none respond. Chair Walker states 
that since no one else was sworn in, that no one else wishes to speak; none respond. 

Chair Walker asks for staff's recommendation. Patty presents staff's recommendation. 

Chair Walker states that he doesn't believe that the board has a lot of latitude on this; 
couldn't find any definition that would allow the structure in that location; looked at it 
and doesn't have an issue with it; does not meet code; does not meet criteria for the 
variance; and doesn't want to set a precedent. 

Discussion is held about what accoutrements are allowed; what is allowed in the 
residential zoning districts in the front yard setbacks; discussed the definition of front 
yard accoutrements; discuss that each district's front yard requirements are primary; 
and the code seems to be contradictory. 

Further discussion is held regarding not seeing an issue with the pergola; an overlay 
district for this area; appears that the trellis can remain behind the 20 foot setback; 
interested to see if the other districts in this area has the same language for the front 
yard setbacks; surrounded by the same district; and difficulty in being able to justify 
findings 1 and 2 but possibly 3 and 4. 

Chair Walker moved, Mr. Lester seconded to accept staff's recommendation 
and deny the variance. 

Roll Call: Walker Ventress Lester Ross Bale 
Yes No Yes Absent Yes 

Time: 36 Minutes 

3. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS FROM STAFF FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE 
ACTION:  

a. Next regular meeting is scheduled for October 6, 2016. 

4. ADJOURNMENT 

This regular meeting of the Board of Adjustment adjourned with all members in 
attendance in agreement at approximately 6:07 p.m. 

Prepared by - Cindy Gibson, Admin. Coordinator 

Approved by:   /P,P91   
Stillwater Board of Adjustment 
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