
 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

BLOCK 34 CITIZEN TASK FORCE 
 DECEMBER 15, 2017 at 8:00 a.m.  

Room 1112B 
723 S. Lewis Street 

Stillwater, OK  74074 
 
Task Force members: Chair Jim Beckstrom, Vice Chair Victoria Berry, Ariel Ross, Russ Teubner, Kevin Fowler 
Staff present: City Attorney John Dorman, Assistant to City Manager Patti Osmus, Development Services 
Director Paula Dennison, CFO Melissa Reames 
Others Present: David Reed of Sparks Reed Architects 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

1. Call Meeting to Order  
Chair Beckstrom called the meeting to order at 8:10.  Roll call established a quorum. 

2. General Orders 

a. Site plan evolution 
Reed presented a site drawing based on past conversations and ideas. Discussion was had on 
placement of bollards for safety and electric access and on various types of parking spaces. 
 
Ross motioned to accept this drawing for presentation to the Council on January 9

th
. Berry 

seconded. 
Beckstrom-yea, Berry-yea, Teubner-yea, Fowler-yea, Ross-yea.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

b. Costing & Financing alternatives and next steps 
Beckstrom reviewed a spreadsheet he compiled of possible market hall costs. Possible financing 
includes private donations, revenue bonds, grants, etc. Fowler stated that the market hall is a 
bankable piece of the project; however, does the Task Force need to get this specific for the 
January 9

th
 presentation to Council. Ross said the info aids in seeing what financing tools, etc. are 

available. Teubner suggested the information can be used once the Task Force knows what its next 
steps are based on direction from Council. Beckstrom said it is obvious that market hall will require 
mixed funding.  Fowler suggested that after the presentation, the Task Force break the project into 
specific pieces and pursue funding options. Teubner said the group needs to go to the Council with 
a specific “ask” and seek permission to go forward to get specific details. He asked Reed to put 
together a representative cost model.  Beckstrom added that it should be finished costs vs shell 
costs. 
 
Berry suggested that the pursuit of grants focus on the heritage of Stillwater. This includes music, 
Native Americans, pioneers, oil and gas, and wind energy.  

  



 

c. Report to Council preparation 
Berry suggested that the presentation include vignette views to give an idea of space usage.  
Dennison said it is important to remind everyone that this project will be the piece that synergizes 
all of downtown. Teubner asked for images from the Pinterest page to help visualization.  Berry 
would like the drawing comparing Block 34 and Guthrie Green to be included as it was well recived 
at the town hall meeting. Reed will have the final drawing ready for the December 22

nd
 Task Force 

meeting. 
The Task Force agreed on the following assignments for the next meeting: 

 Teubner and Fowler will put together the numbers on restaurant financing, etc. for the 
market hall.   

 Berry will work with Reed on putting together the report slides and with Ross on 
wordsmithing. 

 Beckstrom and Ross will meet with Visit Stillwater to  get a feel for how Block 34 could 
help peripheral businesses and whether or not Visit Stillwater could assist with 
programming. 

 

3. Public Comment on Items on Agenda 
There were no public comments. 

 

4. Directions to Staff Regarding Resources/Research for Next Meeting 
None 

 

5. Adjourn 
 Teubner motioned to adjourn at 9:47 a.m. and Fowler seconded. 
 Beckstrom-yea, Berry-yea, Teubner-yea, Fowler-yea, Ross-yea.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 


